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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CFED, CGEN, SREF, PFOR, UR, US 

SUBJ: SOVIET EXTRADITION REQUEST: SERGEY DMITRI YEVICH KOVALCHUK 
REF: (A) STATE 1 10969, (B) MOSCOW 7245 

1 . EMBASSY APPRECIATES RAPID REPLY TO ITS REQUEST FOR PRESS GUI- 
DANCE RE SUBJECT. 

2. FOR DEPT’S INFO, SOVIET NOTE REQUESTING EXTRADITION (REF B) 

CITED AUTHORITY FOR ITS REQUEST AS OCTOBER 30, 1943 DECLARATION ON 
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF HITLERITES FOR PERPETRATED BRUTALITIES; THE 
AUGUST 8, 1945 LONDON AGREEMENT ON PROSECUTION AND PUNISHMENT OF 
PRINCIPAL AXIS WAR CRIMINALS; AND UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY (XXVIII) 
RESOLUTION 3074 DATED DECEMBER 3, 1973. 

3. IF DEPARTMENT CONCURS, EMBASSY PROPOSES TO REPLAY TO SOVIET 
REQUEST WITH FOLLOWING NOTE: 

4. QUOTE THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA REFERES TO 
NOTE NO. 23/USA DIV DATED MAY 7. 1976, FROM THE MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 
CONCERNING ITS REQUEST THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
DELIVER SERGEY DMITRIYEVICH KOVAL CHUK TO THE SOVIET UNION SO THAT 
HE CAN BE BROUGHT TO TRIAL HERE FOR ALLEGED CRIMES AGAINST 
HUMANITY. 
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THE EMBASSY HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO INFORM THE MINISTRY 
THAT SINCE THERE IS NO U.S.-USSR EXTRADITION TREATY, THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT CANNOT DELIVER ANY AMERICAN CITIZEN OR PERMANENT 
RESIDENT TO SOVIET AUTHORITIES AS REQUESTED. 

THE EMBASSY NOTES. HOWEVER, THAT THE MR. KOVAL'CHUK CITED 
IN THE MINISTRY'S NOTE APPEARS TO BE IDENTICAL WITH THE SECOND 
NAME ON THE LIST OF ALLEGED WAR CRIMINALS SUBMITTED TO THE 
MINISTRY IN EMBASSY NOTE NO. 549, DATED MAY 4, 1976. SINCE THE 
SOVIET AUTHORITIES APPEAR TO HAVE GATHERED EVIDENCE CONCERNING 
MR. KOVAL CHUK'S ALLEGED WAR CRIMES, THE EMBASSY REQUESTS THE 
MINISTRY'S ASSISTANCE IN MAKING SUCH EVIDENCE AVAILABLE TO THE 
AMERICAN AUTHORITIES CONCERNED WITH MR. KOVAL CHUK'S CASE. 

END QUOTE. 

5. IN DELIVERING NOTE, WE WOULD PLAN TO CAUTION SOVIETS 
AGAINST PUBLICITY IN THIS MATTER AS PER PARA 2 REFTEL. 

6. DEPARTMENT'S CONCURRENCE OR COMMENTS REQUESTED. 

STOESSEL 
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